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THE CONTRIBUTION OF THE
CLASSICS TO GOOD
CITIZENSHIP
The democracy of a republic to be lasting
must be genuine. In such a state high ideals
of conduct must be offered to youth, and as
teachers they must have guides who not alone
are competent, but who in their lives exemplify the lessons that they would teach. In
a sense, then, all teaching should be moral,
and all of it should have in view training
for good citizenship.
This training should
be broad enough to reach all the youth of the
land, and should comprehend not alone those
subjects that experience has proven are necessary for the masses, but much that in itself
may not be what many are pleased to denominate today as 'practical subjects'—material
which the experience of the past has shown
is of prime importance.
Such training must not include the present or the immediate past alone—it must con
sider not alone the past history of our own
land and the races whence we have sprung.
It must take into account also the spiritual
ancestors of our race, the historic sources of
our civilization—the Hebrews, the Greeks,
and the Romans. This training is of paramount importance to the man or woman who
later is to lead in a democracy, but it is important not alone for these. The contributions which it has to make are also for the
average youth who later is to play his part
as a good citizen in the state.
The civilizations of Greece and Rome
have enriched the world through the ideals
which they held, and which found expression
in their laws, their literature, and their art.
Our government and our laws have been alike
derived, in large measure, from classical
sources.
Greece, after having tried the autocratic
and aristocratic forms of government, tyranny and timocracy, developed in a number of
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her states the democratic form, and it was
under this form that Athens reached the acme
of her progress.
Here apparently for the
first time in history we have the state organ
ized so as to give a large measure of freedom
to the mere citizen and also to give to him an
actual partnership in the affairs of the state.
The rights and duties of the citizen are
carefully defined. He is safeguarded in the
holding of his property, while the obligations
of the state to the individual and to other
states are also set forth.
The principles of government were applied by the Romans, and it would seem that
even before they had adopted the republican
form of government the mere citizen had
some right to a voice in the making of rulers,
and the laws by which he was to be controlled
The freedom of the individual was
greatly enlarged under the republic.
We
have, from an early time, certain principles
laid down for the control of rich and poor
alike.
Inequalities continued to exist and
justice often failed to be done, but this came
frequently from no defect in the laws, but
from the failure to apply them properly-—a
defect which we find only too often existing
in the modern state.
The intelligent and general study of the
ancient classics, not now alone in the monasteries by the few, but by the tradesman, the
farmer, and the knight, under the intellectual leadership of Petrarch, Baccaccio, Chaucer, and Erasmus, wrought mightily toward
the ushering in of a new day. Men were no
longer content to limit their vision to the contemplation of the present, but they studied
the storied pages of the Greek and Roman
classics, and from Xenophon and Plato to
Aristotle and Thucydides they gathered in
formation as to the ideals that the Greeks had
regarding the relationships that should exist
between man and man.
They turned to Rome and studied the
teachings of Cicero, Marcus Aurelius, and
Seneca. They read the histories of Livy and
Tacitus, and from these sources gathered
wisdom to deal with the social and political
problems which they had to face.
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This influence was a potent one in forming the fine citizenship of Holland, of England, and of some of the Italian republics.
Many of the first men of these countries
bear testimony to the inestimable value of the
ideals that were obtained from these sources.
And these were men of action, and the ideas
that they had obtained frequently found expression in their lives.
It gave them intellectual efficiency and
historical perspective. It trained the aesthetic nature. From these sources they assimilated moral, political, and social principles that they were enabled to put into effect. From these sources men reached a
broader outlook upon life, and passed from
the narrow and provincial to the cosmopolitan view.
It would be difficult to overestimate this
discipline as it made for good citizenship in
England and America. If one be doubtful
as to this matter it were only necessary to
convince him, to have him consider for a
brief time the names of the men who have
made England great in all the lines of human
endeavor: the statesmen, the men of letters,
the generals, the great physicians, the men of
affairs, with few exceptions, have been classically trained, and have acknowledged the
value of this discipline in preparing them for
their life careers. Only a few names can be
mentioned from this long and illustrious roll:
Sir Philip Sydney, Sir Walter Raleigh, Milton, Tennyson, Shelley, Pitt, Fox, Palmerston, Rhodes, Bryce, Macaulay, the Duke of
Wellington, and Gladstone show the value
of this training upon their lives.
The same is true of America. Among
the founders of our republic Jefferson, Hamilton, Madison, Monroe, and Adams played
a very large part, and all of them were largely indebted to their classical training for the
ideals which they had. To this fact they
give testimony not alone indirectly through
their conduct and teachings, but through
specific utterances on the subject.
In more recent times nearly all the men
who have been prominent in public life in
America have acknowledged their debt to
the classics. Such men were Webster, Calhoun, Sumner, Garfield, Cleveland, Roosevelt, and Wilson. Let me quote the testimonies of some of these.
"Cultural training—a liberal education, an
education in the 'Humanities' to use an old
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term—must be taken simply for the sake of
knowledge and character and for the benefit
of the commonwealth. It aids in giving to
the commonwealth the incalculable benefits of
men trained in literature, art, and non-commercial science; and it is also an aid to the
highest kind of statesmanship."—Theodore
Roosevelt.
"We should have scant capital to trade
on were we to throw away the wisdom we
have inherited and seek our fortunes with the
slender stock we ourselves have accumulated.
This, it seems to me, is the real, the prevalent
argument for holding every man we can to
the intimate study of the ancient classics."—
Woodrow Wilson.
"The modern world needs ancient writings
as much as ever not only becausei they furnish
perpetual delight as models of style but also
because by their very unllkeness to modern
conditions they touch the imagination, stimulate thought, enlarge our view of man and
nature
Save them for posterity.
Lord Bryce.
These lessons have been learned not alone
by the successes of the two historic peoples,
but also by their failures. Rome has taught
England that she owes it to the dependent
peoples under her sway that they have material prosperity. This was an old lesson and
applied by Augustus: "The sheep must be
sheared, not flayed." But England has learned from Rome's ultimate failure that subject
peoples cannot be content with material prosperity alone. They must not be oppressed
in other ways; they demand a just and equitable government in all respects.
The force of this influence has not spenf
itself. It is present today alike in England
and America, and it is destined to exist as
long as men value not alone the present but
are willing to enrich their lives by drawing
upon the past for that which it has to give.
The importance of comprehending knowledge on the part of the teacher can hardly be
overestimated, for the languages of Greece
and Rome should not be used merely as instruments for training the mind and for giving the pupil greater facility in handling his
mother tongue. They must afford a medium
for liberalizing the mind, for the enlightenment of the understanding, for deepening
moral convictions, and for sweetening the
spirit.
The four books of the Gallic war are nor
to be read merely that they may be translated. There must be a study of the content. The importance of the Commentary
must be emphasized as it bears upon the early
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life history of the Britons and Gauls, and
thus deals with two of the chief sources that
are found in American life. The lesson of
patriotism and love for country can hardly
find a better example than the heroic stand
of Vercingetorix, and though defeated, by
his heroic resistance he surrounded the "Lost
Cause" with a dignity which it has kept
throughout the ages.
The character of Caesar bears close
study and there is much in it that cannot
fail to interest the youth who is reading the
story, and not alone interest but give to him
material that he may take into his own life.
The fearlessness of Caesar, though not tempered with rashness, is worthy of imitation.
Also his faithful care for his men, his insistence upon the strictest discipline, the
leaving of nothing to chance, his affability
with his soldiers, his cheerfulness under adverse conditions, his diligent use of time—
all these are worthy of imitation, and they
will not be forgotten if properly presented.
The careers of some of Caesar's young lieutenants, Cicero, Trebatius and the rest, cannot fail to interest. We have, since the
World War, a great opportunity for the
humanizing and modernizing of Caesar,
and the lessons that he has to teach will be
absorbed with a zest which would not have
been the case a few years ago, and we will
make a great mistake if we do not utilize this
material, not alone for increasing the student's knowledge of Latin, but in the making
of good citizens, which should be one of the
primary aims in all education from the primary grade through the university.
Cicero, if properly presented to the pupil
by a teacher who has gone far beyond the
six orations usually read in the school, will
prove a valuable teacher. We must not content ourselves, then, if we are to interpret him
adequately, with bringing to youth the lessons that he has to teach with the Catiiinarian orations, the Manilian law, and the
Pro Archia. It is through his letters that
he reveals himself most intimately, especially
the letters to his family and to Atticus.
Through them we are made acquainted with
the inner life of the man. He shows us
what a high ideal he had of fatherhood, and
reveals himself as a tender and considerate
husband, through many years at least, and
as a loyal and devoted friend. In the pages
of few writers do we find a loving father
more admirably portrayed. He assumes not.
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alone the care of his own children, but undertakes to look after the son of his brother.
He stands ready to aid his brother with his
affectionate counsel when difficulties arise
between him and his wife. When his beloved Tullia is taken from him we cannot
fail to sympathize. For him the theory that
man has ceased to be at his best when middle
life is past, does not exist, and in the De
Senectute he points to the wonderful achievements of old men. Not alone does he busy
himself throughout his whole career witii
the political life of the period, and with the
profession of the lawyer, but he writes
voluminously upon the proper theories of
government. He is the first orator of his
time but he is not content to leave to posterity his orations alone; he deals with the
principles that underlie all sound oratory,
and in his De Bruto he sets forth by famous
examples the principles that should control
in the making of an orator. He supplements this by the De Oratore, and lays down
sound principles for the guidance ancT education of youth. But the man taught not
alone by precept. In his life he exemplified
those teachings. In an age of corrupt governors, he administered his province justly
and frugally.
No provincial could claim
truthfully that he had failed to receive justice at Cicero's hands.
He realized that
Rome could only be saved by a return to the
simpler ideals of an earlier age, and he
strove by precept and example to intill into
the people of Rome a real patriotism, and to
recall them from the paths of self-seeking
and indulgence, which he, as a student of
history, knew only too well would lead to
their ultimate undoing. He dared to oppose
the brilliant but self-seeking and corrupt Anthony, and fired Rome against him with h>s
phillippics. In the end he died a martyr's
death. It were well to quote to every class
of students Augustus's tribute to Cicero
when speaking to his grandson: "My dear
child, this was an eloquent man and a lover
of his country." The contribution which
Cicero is still ready to make is a generous
one, for the lessons of loyalty to family and
friends, patriotism, respect for law, rcspeiA
to the gods, courtesy and consideration for
others are qualities that are invaluable in the
making of a good citizen.
Vergil is not alone one of the world's
greatest poets. He taught his age, and has
been a teacher to all succeeding ages. The
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lessons that he has to impart are to be drawn
from all of his writings—from the Eclogues,
the GeorgicSj and the Aeneid. The Eclogues
are far more than shepherd's songs upon the
wheaten pipe.
In them he sounds the
praises of a child yet unborn, who is to ushe.*
in a golden day and turn men from slaughter
to the simpler paths of peace. It is small
wonder that the Christians saw in these
words a prophecy of the coming of Christ,
and that in the Catacombs we find a picture
of the divine poet along with other seers and
prophets who did homage to Christ, the
Lord.
The Georgics is a didactic poem. It was
written by a man who was born and reared
in the country, and who cherished throughout his life the simple ideals of plain country
folk with old-fashioned virtues. He longed
to call men away from the fetid city, and the
crowded forum, to the country side:
"Where the tillers of earth have only need to
hreak.
Year after year the clods with rounded share,
And life is the fruit their diligent labors bear
For the land at large, and the babes at home,
and the beeves
In the stall, and the generous bullocks. Evermore
The seasons are prodigal of wheaten sheaves
And fruits and younglings, till, for the coming store
Of the laden lands, the barns too strait are
grown
And the autumn Is dropping increase, and the
vine
Mellowing its fruit on sunny steeps, while
the folk
Indoors hold fast by the old-time purity,
And the little ones sweetly cling unto neck
and knee."
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Twice doth the tree yield service of her fruit.
Up rugged precipices heaved and reared,
Of mighty toil the achievement, town on town
Mark too her cities, so many and so proud,
And rivers undergliding ancient walls.
A land that reared a valiant breed of men,
The Maril and Camilli, names of might,
The Sclpios, stubborn warriors, ay, and thee,
Great Caesar!
Of fruits and heroes; 'tis for thee I dare.
Hall, land of Saturn, mighty mother thou
Unseal the sacred fountains, and essay
The song of Ascra through the towns of
Rome."

It was a love for country like that which
led Lee to resign from the Union army,
though he had been informed that if he remained he would soon command it, and turn
his face southward when his beloved mother,
Virginia, called. These lines haiT not been
forgotten by Davis and Stevens when they
sorrowfully bade farewell to their associates
in the senate of the United States, then a
body to be honored, and threw in their lot
with the Confederacy, ready to suffer hard,
ship in a cause that they believed to be just,
and with their dear Southland which had
nurtured them.
But it is to the Aeneid that we turn for
the matured teachings of the poet. These
teachings if properly comprehended embrace
almost the whole of that which makes for
good citizenship. They have to do with the
relationship of the individual to the state, to
his fellow, with family life in its various
phases, the respect which we owe to the
gods, and the rewards which come both here
and hereafter, to those who strive after the
best. Here we find fully exemplified by precept and example the civic and social virtues
It would be difficult to find elsewhere finer
We follow him as he sings of the preparation teachings as to 'pietas' and 'reverentia'.
But the poet would have the good citizen
of the soil, the sowing and the harvesting
of grain, the care of flocks and herds, the not only just, reverent, filial, and patriotic.
planting of vineyards, the harvesting of He should also be a lover of the beautiful,
grapes and the care of fruit trees. Homelv a sharer in the higher things of life. When
subjects these and commonplace. But lie Dido, his ideal sovereign, builds her new city,
who takes the lessons of the poet to heart will she is not content with the merely utilitarian.
be not alone a good farmer, but a loyal citi- It must also be beautiful. She erects a noble
temple and adorns it with matchless paintzen and a devoted father.
It is in the Georgics that our poet shows ings. She flanks it with other buildings
She builds
his love for his native land, a lesson that that are noble and imposing.
must be learned by all who are to know for herself a splendid palace which is richly
furnished.
what good citizenship means.
Let us note some examples from the ample
"Here blooms perpetual spring, and summer pages of the Aeneid to illustrate its value as
here
In months that are not summer's; twice teem a good text-book on good citizenship.
The Romans appreciated full well that
the flocks;
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the future of the state depended upon the
child, hence Juvenal's "Magna reverentia
puero debetur." We have a number of
pictures of children that attract us, but let
us follow the care which surrounded Ascanius, the destined leader of his people.
We
meet him first in the home, lovingly cared
for by grandfather and parents. After the
mother is no more, the father gives him his
constant and tender care, and Venus, though
a goddess, deigns to watch over her dear son's
child. Dido, too, loves him, and the attendants at the hunt watch over him. He is a
youth that youth today should emulate—
high-spirited, brave, generous, thoughtful of
others. See him as he rides forth to the
hunt, managing unaided his spirited horse,
and fully equipped for hunting big game.
He wishes not to hunt deer or smaller game,
hut prays that a lion or wild boar may descend from the mountains. No youth who
has had this picture properly presented to him
can forget it, and the qualities of the brave
youth will be, in a measure at least, transferred to him.
In the funeral games which are held by
Aeneas to honor the memory of his father,
there are sports for the youth, and in these
the youthful Ascanius takes a leading part,
and shows well the qualities of leadership
so important in a leader.
Again when the
news reaches the men that the ships have been
fired, he cannot be held back and not even his
tutors can restrain him. But he rushes forward into the midst of the women and throwing his helmet to the ground cires: "What
madness is this? You wretched women are
not burning the camps of the-Greeks. You
have set fire to your own hopes. It is I,
your Ascanius, who am speaking to you."
Filial affection has numerous illustrations
in the Aeneid, but the hero himself affords us
the best example of it. The father at first
declines to leave his home but prefers to
perish with, the city, and finally when he goes
obeying the will of the gods, it is under the
tender care of his son, who bears him, a willing burden, upon his shoulders.
Though
the father has urged him to go without him
and leave him to his fate, Aeneas will not do
this.
They make good their escape, and
during the wanderings of the Trojans the
father is his constant care. When the end
comes he lays his ashes to rest in Cicily after
having paid to him the last solemn rites, and
on his return to the island after his ship-

193

wreck and sojourn at Troy, he holds the
funeral games in his memory. When he is
conducted to the realms of shades he longs to
see his father; hence his question: "May I
know, blessed spirits, where Anchises dwells ?"
The meeting between the two illustrates alike
paternal and filial affection.
The poet allows us, too, to have more
than one glimpse of the relation between
husband and wife. The love and loyalty
which existed between Aeneas and his spouse
is dearly shown: Dido's love for her busband dead is revealed, and it is only through
the direct efforts of Venus that her heart is
opened for a second love.
On his journeyings Aeneas visits Epirus,
and here he finds Andromache in unwilling
wedlock with Pyrrhus, the murderer of her
father. She is sacrificing at a mound dedicated to Hector, and the unhappy princess
refers most touchingly to her dead husband,
and shows how deep and lasting was her affection for him.
The poet, in one of his most vivid similes,
shows the devoted housewife, who wakes early
from her sleep and fans into life the coals on
the hearth. She arouses the maids and has
them at their tasks of spinning and weaving,
and throughout the day is busy, loyal to her
husband, and tenderly ministering to hex
children.
Devoted friendship and loyalty between
friends is finely shown in the story of Nisus
and Eulyalus, who in death as in life were
united.
Civic virtues find abundant illustration
in these pages: Aeneas devotes himself unselfishly to the welfare of the remnant from
Troy, though the poet makes it clear that he
sets little store by life for himself. Dido
shows herself an unselfish and capable leader
of her people, and is genuinely devoted to
their interest.
And the exiled Acestes is found by
Aeneas ruling wisely and well in Sicily.
We have in these men the ideal ruler, the
father of his people. But not alone do the
leaders illustrate the virtues that we value
in the citizen, but there are many examples
to be found in the humbler associates of
Aeneas, devoting themselves unselfishly to
the service of their ruler and their associates.
Such an one was 'fidus Achates' and Palinurus, his faithful helmsman.
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Vergil's belief in the gods is genuine and
sincere, and consequently his religious beliefs are worthy of careful consideration.
For him the higher powers are a reality.
He shows his belief in providence, and the
gods who control and direct, and his Jupiter
is far nearer to the Christian's conception
of God than is the Zeus of the Greeks. He
is just, merciful, and loving: It would appear that among all the seekers after truth
there is no one miore advanced that Vergil.
He believes and teaches the doctrine of immortality, the punishment of the wicked,
and the blessedness beyond the grave of those
who here have played well their part.
His state is one in which there is a ruler
benevolent, capable, devoted, and loyal to his
people, and a people intelligent and faithful to their ruler. This ideal he held in
common with Augustus.
He is a lover of peace, but not averse to
war when it is needed to obtain thereby a
lasting peace. Aeneas has to fight to establish himself in Italy and found his kingdom.
But he does not engage in war until first he
has tried to establish his rule By peaceful
means. War is forced upon him by the
madness of Turnus.
From his teachings
here also there are lessons that the good citizen has to learn and apply. But Vergil has
a message only for those who read him with
appreciation and comprehension, and the
teacher who knows and loves Vergil has
through him a wonderful means of teaching
to youth at the most impressionable age
much that will be invaluable if followed m
their own lives; and in this way the poet
will contribute vitally in the future as he has
done for many generations in the making of
good citizens for the state.
Vergil does not stand alone among the
Roman poets in the lessons that he teaches.
Horace has shown us the citizen as a gentleman. He has revealed himself to us with
frankness and completeness in his writings,
and in many particulars has placed before
us a model that may be followed in the making of a good citizen. His devotion to his
father is one of his most noteworthy chara;teristics, and not less worthy of commendation is his loyalty to his friends. In his
social relationships he is tactful and considerate, but he is no flatterer, and can say no
when Augustus asks him to become his pri
vate secretary, and decline to obey the orders
of even Maecenas, as much as he values his
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friendship. These are all lessons that the
good citizen must learn and apply.
The
other satirists, Juvenal and Persius, Have
their lessons for us.
One is not apt to think of the writers of
Roman comedy as teachers to follow in the
making of citizens. But from this source
there is much to be had not only to amuse
but to instruct and to inform. There are
many types of fathers, but in more than one,
in both Plautus and Terence, we have
fathers that see life whole. These men do
not close their eyes to the faults of their
sons, but, knowing human nature, they stand
ready to aid and to call them back from the
paths of dalliance. Such a one is Micio,
the foster father of Aeschinus, in the Adelphi
of Terence. He knows his son's weaknesses,
but he does not use the curb when he sees that
it will not avail. But the youth is finally
led to turn to him, and the father, although
at first laying on the goad, full soon shows
to the youth his loving sympathy, and the
boy in turn reveals the depth of his love for
his father. The youth is saved. Under the
guidance of Micio he will become a devoted
husband and a useful citizen.
This same
play gives us in Demea an example of the
type of father who in all ages has driven his
sons into hypocrisy and deception.
The
Adelphi, A7idria, Hecyra, and Heauton Timcroumenos of Terence; the Captivi, the Tnnumrnus, and the Rudens of Plautus offer excellent opportunities under proper guidance
not alone for amusing but for impressing
upon youth the civic and social virtues.
The teachings of Lucretius make for a
sound morality, and it were hard to find in
the whole range of literature a finer tribute
to the happiness of two married lovers than
Catullus gives us in his Acme and Septumius;
nor can any lover of literature fail to appre
date the beauty and the sentiment contained
in his epithalamia.
The fragments of Ennius which have sur
vived breathe a splendid patriotism, and we
may be sure that his poems were a powerful
instrument in moulding the fine characters
that controlled the destinies of Rome in her
best period.
Mark the fine sentiment of Pyrrhus after he has defeated the Romans: "'Nee mi
aurum posco nec mi pretium dederitis; nec
cauponantes bellum sed belligerantes ferro,
non auro, vitam cernamus utrique."
And
again the fine sentiment which applies to the
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Romans after the fateful defeat at Cannae:
"Qui vicit non est victor nisi victus fatetur.'1
1 he Greek and Roman classics have given
us, then, discussions of the vairous forms of
government, they have defined for us the
duties and obligations which devolve upon
the citizen and the government in their
mutual relations, and in their relations to
other people. By precept and example the
relations of the citizen in family and social
life are presented to us. There are given us,
also, the principles by which the individual
is to be trained for the highest usefulness as
a citizen of the state and in private life.
These teachings hark back to the earliest
Greek writers. We find them in Homer, in
Hesiod, and in the early laws of the Greeks.
The 5'outh of Athens was carefully instructed
by precept and example in private and civic
virtues. But this was only a part. He was
instructed in literature, art, and music, for
the value of these subjects as a refining and
elevating influence in life was duly appreciated. The physical well-being of youth was
carefully looked after, and the numerous
statues which have come down to us reveal
the perfection of physical manhood.
Socrates devoted his life to the elevation
of youth, and through his two great disciples,
Xenophon and Plato, we have his teachings.
In these dialogs we have presented all the
ideas of the life of a citizen, and the rules of
conduct formulated that should guide Kim in
his relation to the state, to his fellow citizens,
and to the family,
Plato carries forward the teaching of his
master, and in his De Republica, though he
puts the main teachings in the mouth of His
master, we are sure that he is giving us his
own views as well.
Plutarch has made many and valuable
contributions to this important subject. The
father should ever set a proper example to
his child. For the child there is need of a
good disposition supplemented by sound training. The mother should delegate a mother's
duties to no other. The director of the
child's conduct must be honest and trustworthy if the child is to be properly trained.
Mere fatality in addressing a crowd is not
education. Literature, philosophy, and science should all be studied, gymnastics practised, and the body trained. Kindness and good
counsel he deems better than blows. Over-

200

pressure in learning is to be avoided, and
there should be plenty of time for relaxation.
Self-control, especially of the tongue, is
strongly recommended.
The youth when
grown should constantly advise with his
father. The father should not be harsh or
exacting, and should remember that he too
has been young. Marriage is recommended
strongly and with one of equal rank.
No author of antiquity has been more
widely read than Plutarch and from no other
source do we have sounder lessons for the
making of the good citizen.
But more
through his biographies than through his formal treatises, contained in the 'corpus' comprehended under the title M or alia, has he
been a teacher of youth and an inspifer of
manhood for many generations. It is by the
perusal of the lives of worthy men that youth
has ever obtained the lessons which are transmuted into their lives and tend to the formation of fine characters and worthy citizens.
These lessons are taught throughout the pages
of Plutarch, and though he was himself a
Greek, we find them illustrated in the careers
of many of the worthy Romans whose 'lives
he has recommended to us. The youth who
has read the life of Camillus cannot fail to be
impressed with the lessons of patriotism and
character which it conveys. He will remember especially his treatment of the schoolmaster who would betray to him the city by delivering to him the sons of the leading citizens with whose education he had been
charged. At last having got them all together he brought them to the Roman advance
guard and delivered them up to be taken to
Camillus. When brought into the presence
of the general he said he was the schoolmaster of Falerii, but preferring his favor to the
obligation of duty he came to deliver up those
children to him and in them the whole citv.
This action seemed very shocking to Camillus
and he said to those near by: "War at best is
v. savage thing and wades through a sea of
violence and injustice; yet even war has its
laws, which men of honor will not depart
from; nor do they ,so pursue victory as to
avail themselves of acts of villainy and baseness; for a great general should rely only on
his virtue and not upon the treachery of
others." Then he ordered the lictors to tear
off the wretch's clothes, to tie his hands behind him, and to furnish the boys with rods
and scourges, to punish the traitor and to
whip him through the city.
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The life of Quintus Fabius Maximus
affords a fine example of patriotism, of able
generalship and administrative ability.
The career of Cato the Censor has inspired many a youth. Sprung as he was from
modest country stock with no inherent influence to aid him, largely by his own efforts he rose to the highest place in the state.
He could not be bribed, he could not be intimidated. He governed his provinces justlv
and administered the finances of the provinces
and of the state with frugality and sound
judgment.
Though obtaining large means
through his honest efforts, he always lived
simply, teaching by his practise the doctrines
that he preached. It were well if these
lives were more widely read today by our
high school students, for they stand ready to
impart lessons invaluable for the making of
the good citizen, and need to be known to
this generation as they were known to the
earlier generations of English and Americans.
Quintilian, the teacher of Tacitus, and
Pliny, as lawyer, orator, statesman, and professor, yielded a large influence upon their
generation.
After a distinguished public career Quintilian gave himself up to the teaching of youth
under the patronage of the emperor. He has
left in his Institutes the body of his teachings. In this book in twelve volumes he has
left us a complete guide for the training of
youth for citizenship, morally, mentally, and
physically. He begins with the child in its
mother's arms, and follows him through various stages until manhood is reached. He sets
forth the principles that are necessary to make
the good citizen and the soundly educated
man.
The teachings of Quintilian have
reached much farther than his age.
They
were studied and applied by school men in
the Middle Ages and were informing and
inspiring to the humanists who did so much
to usher in the Renaissance. Through the
schoolmaster they have influenced the lives of
uncounted thousands, and have wrought
powerfully for a sound education and good
citizenship.
Quintilian attaches great importance to
the training of the child. This training must
come at first largely from the parents and it
must be imparted not alone by precept but
to a great extent from example. He would
surround the child with refining influence in
the home. If there be servants they shouhl
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be of good character, and their language before the child should be carefully chosen
There should be pictures and works of art
that make for refinement. Much care should
be given to the thorough training of the
mind in preparing the citizen for the discharge of his duties in the state. Gentleness
rather than force should be used in the training of the child. The object of all education is to make a good man, a useful citizen.
In evaluating the extent of our debt to
the classical writers in the making of good
citizens, the teachings of Seneca should not be
passed by. His moral teachings have influenced strongly his own and successive
generations of men.
But of more avail than the abstract teachings of the moralists and philosophers among
the Greeks and Romans are the lessons that
may be drawn from the lives of their citizens,
as revealed in the pages of the classical writ
ers, in Herodotus, Thucydides, Livy, Tacitus,
and the rest. Of all these Livy is perhaps
the best. He tells the story of Rome with
high regard for his mission from the foundation of the city to his own times.
The
youthful mind cannot fail to find in these
pages lessons that will bear fruit in his own
life, giving him the proper ideals that should
control him as a citizen in his relations to
the state, in the family and in society.
In
these vivid pages we have examples of all the
varied types of men, and youth are shown the
things they should avoid, as well as those
which they should emulate.
The classical writers have given to mankind valuable teachings as to the nature and
character of government, and the relations
that should exist between the various orders
of society. They have laid down the principles that must be followed in the making of
good citizens. They have left us sound
ideals with reference to family life, and the
social relationships of the citizen. They
have left to the world a rich and varied art
inheritance, and two splendid literatures that
have been informing and ennobling.
This great body of knowledge has not
been extraneous. It has governed, controlled, and, in large measure, moulded the ideals
of the men who have made England and
America great, and the influences that have
come from them have reached the remotest
bounds of the earth.
Alexander L. Bondurant

